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Dear Friends,

The month of November in South Africa includes Byslof Activism

against violence. Violence towards women has domted to the
challenges and problems we are facing today, ssafa@e, HIV and
AIDS. In the midst of these challenges there assdas we learn.
Today we have learnt that our common sin is thdaidhg to respond
as Jesus would have responded. When we confessirmjrJesus is
just to forgive us our sins. Gerard Hughes in heokoGod of

Surprises a spiritual guidance book that helps those whzeaslly

find it hard to forgive themselves and those whallyabelieve that
God is within them, speaks of "changing direction”;
"God is gentle. He gradually reveals our sinfulnéswus. He
does not seem to worry about our past wrongdoingne
though its effects may still be causing sufferiagotirselves
and others. What does concern him is the diregtiomhich we
are moving. If we turn towards him, no matter hawv dway
we may be, he reaches out to welcome us. Our nmedbksn
refusing, or fearing to turn back." (Gerard W. Hagh God of
Surprises pg73).
As | was reading this book | was struck by the wdi@od is gentle”. |
imagined how we often react to some circumstanaefase. Many of
us respond in a very insensitive way, some in &igea way, some
are quick to react, and some are slow to re@cd is gentle.The
words "God is gentle" soothes. Psalm 103 stresséiseofatherly care,
God's compassion, grace, patience and love. Thee\fesm 8 to 14
centers around God's loving nature. Psalm 103sdys "He does not
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us accomiogr iniquities.” We
are always given unmerited favors by GGad is gentleWe may try
to be gentle sometimes in life towards other pedml¢ our gentleness
can never be measured with that of God. We carnotego be as
gentle as God is, but we can depend/look upon sugkntle Lord.
When rough times come we can run to Jesus, Henailker ask us
where we come from or what we have done, but wibeace us in his
loving arms. Our God is gentle. The New Testameamtragys Jesus
Christ in the gospels being gentle to all peogie, poor, the outcasts,
the sick, the demon possessed etc. Today we ataededito be like
Jesus and respond in gentleness.
We need to change directions which are our conziomes. God will
not worry about our past wrongdoing of not respogdn love to all
the situations especially HIV, instead God is coned with what we
are doing now that is the direction we have decittedake after
realizing our fault. The promise is that God wikver leave nor
abandon us.
Pastor Celiwe Dlamini



Elke Reports:

Another year is coming to an end and when | loogklet the last six
months | am amazed at all the activities that faken place over this
time. It always helps me to share these activitigh you, as it gives
me the opportunity to reflect on our work and rmfdrget ‘what has
happened and how God continues to guide and b#ss u

Training Project
In our last Newsletter | reported on how the ‘foatidns had been laid
for our training project’. A lot has happened sirtben. On the 1
August 2008, Pastor Celiwe Dlamini joined the KesdSommunity
and has actively begun working on the contentsjctire and
advertising of this project. She has been secomdd¢enosis by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa vehehe had been
working as a parish pastor in the small kingdonSwfaziland. (You
can read more about her later in this letter). Pla is that Celiwe
will be with us till
the beginning of
2009. She will
then spend six
months  visiting
various projects in
Africa and see
what we can take
over from these
projects for
ourselves.
Following this she
will spend a year
; % ; in Norway doing
further studles in Dlaconla She will return to Keis in July 2009 to
do the final preparations for the Training Projecbrder to welcome
the first students in 2010. This is our plan and hepe that it will
materialize and work in this way.

Pastor Dlamini’s arrival coincided with the arrivafla German Group
who came to help build the first house where sttedenill be
accommodated. Under the leadership of Mr. Siggndog, this group
of 14 men and women gave of their time to help dotilis house.
During the three weeks of their stay with us, mdy@ house, but also
friendships were built. We are thankful for Siggdahis crew for their
tremendous input! They did not manage to finish hbese — which
would have been a tall order — but with a ‘prouisibgable’ we were
able to celebrate the ‘first phase of the buildingith some
champagne, music and a ‘Richtspruch’.

Since the end of their visit we have been ableotdinue the building
with a contractor. The roof is on and we now needd the finishing
off which includes fitting doors and windows, pangf, electricity etc.
We are thankful for all contributions towards thisilding project,
however we will need approximately another R150 @®@@omplete
the house and we would be thankful for all contiitrus towards this.
Prof Wittenberg has been actively involved in teparation of the
project, writing letters, reflecting on structurajuestions and
fundraising for the building. Now that the neceggaings are in place
he has decided to step down from his active invokmt in the
project. We are thankful to him for all his servicketermination and
commitment. In a recent meeting Bishop Phaswar@ataEnked him
for his service and said: “You can be our well @hd source from
where we can come and drink from your knowledgg@eernce and
wisdom’. We wish Prof Wittenberg all the best fas final retirement
and thank him for his preparedness to be ‘a welhere we can
continue to come and ask for his assistance.

Children’s Projects

Our children’s projects continue with the normahliénges that come
up when working with orphans and vulnerable chitdre

The children who have been with us for many year®ur Foster
Homes are growing older and this poses a new set oftaunssfor
Kenosis. We have come to realize that we are nawonky working
with ‘little children’ but also with ‘puberty andoyth’ and this brings
it a whole new dynamic in the daily lives of thesker Families. Often



we are posed with the question as to: ‘What wilpgen with the

children once they turn 18?' This question is veegfevant and
important and it will need to be answered in futdréo not have a
clear answer to this as yet, however my hope andwisih is that

‘whatever happens’ or ‘whatever the children deaxedoing when
they have finished their schooling’, that they Witlow and experience
Kenosis to be their home. This wish holds true esflg for the

children who have no connection to their familyoofyin, that Kenosis
remains a ‘haven’ for them.

The Créche has continued as usual,
commitment of Rhoda and Sr Lindeni. The highlighthe last months
was an outing to the Lions Park (a Zoo close toeRiearitzburg). For
these children, such an outing is a real advenEnfemost of them it
was the first time i

to see wild
animals in a Zoo. i}
There was grea
respect for the|
lions and lot's of
laughter at thel
monkeys that
seem to know
how to entertain
the children that
come to see them
A wonderful day
was had by all
Again our graduation party took place at the endhefterm and we
see 25 children leaving our créche to go and atradle 1 at one of
the surrounding schools. It is wonderful to see hinve children

develop in the years they spend with us and we thisim well as they
embark on their journeys through formal education.

The next KenosiKids Weekwill take place soon. Preparations are rife

and we hope the weather holds and we can sharethétithildren
some thoughts on being ‘fishermen’. Our heads pirensg around
stories, games and creative activities that have @se the symbol of

the fish. We look forward to the week with the katsd trust it will be
a blessed time.

The Outreach Projectalso continues. We are glad to say that the

‘support groups’ for children have taken off welhda under the
leadership of the local volunteers there are soead developments
happening within the participating children, and tspin-off’'s’ can be
felt within the broader community of Magongqgo. ®e 29 November
2008 we had a Christmas Party for the childrenthed/olunteers who
have participated in the program so far. A wondexfd fun day was

under the leadership and had by all. Sr Happiness will share with you latethe letter a little

more on the developments.

New German Volunteers

August was the months of new arrivals. Johanneshbladonah

Raudonat and Ellen Meyer joined us as Volunteersanosis. They
have all settled into the life of Kenosis and hdexome actively
involved in the life of the duties of the crechejvihg around of

people, running homework groups of the children eembvating of

new office space in the Main House. Claudia Wiedeameeturned

from her three week visit to Germany and is acivael/olved in the

life and has become my ‘Personal Assistant’. l lsuge help to have
someone assist me with some of the ‘day-to-dayawizational duties
in Kenosis.

Sr Happiness is Ordained

On the 21 September 2008 we celebrated the ordmadf Sr
Happiness Khumalo in Durban. For many years Sr ki@sp has been
thinking about whether she should ‘take this stepd become an
ordained pastor of the ELCSA. Finally the decisias made and the
day arrived. Bishop Sibiya officiated over the segvand it was a
wonderful celebration with friends and family. Weéstv her well and
God'’s blessing for this new duty.

Trip to Germany
Some of you may know (and many of you not) thatdrg three weeks
in Germany during the end of September and beginoirOctober of



this year. | had a wonderful time visiting friendé Kenosis that
include Mission Organizations, congregations andividuals. For
those of you | saw | want to say: Thank you agamnthe wonderful
hours we could spend together. Also | thank you tbe
encouragement you passed on to me and the supmorshow and
have shown to Kenosis over the years. The time shast and my
program very full, and for this reason | could see everyone. For
those of you | did not see, please accept my apdod would have
loved to see all our German friends, but this was simply not
possible. Maybe next time!?!

In Closing

The last six months have been full of activitiegperiences and
developments in our Community, our work and ouspeal lives and
for these | am thankful. However | realize thathe midst of such a
busy life it can be difficult to ‘wined down’. 1 wh for us all that as we
stand in the time of Advent, that the activitiesl aur hectic lives can
slow down a little so that we can become ‘quiet] @xperience inside
ourselves the peace which Christ brought intowadd. This peace is
one | experience every time | have a child faleaplin my arms.

Pastor Elke Carrihill

Training Project: Pastor Celiwe Dlamini Introduces Herself

| am Celiwe Dlamini, the new teacher for the tragproject. | am a
female in my late twenties. | was born and grewrughe mountainous
kingdom of Swaziland, in a small village called Mkazi near Piggs
Peak. | am a graduate of KwaZulu Natal Universitthva Master of
Theology in Ministerial Studies in 2007. | pursubéological studies
after spending a year at Kenosis Community (prim#rgology
certificate) in the year 1998. | did my Diploma dmphumulo
Theological Seminary from the year 2000 to 2003tiat time the
seminary relocated to the LTI, Pietermaritzburg)s lfascinating now

to be back and make a contribution to the growtliKefosis and the
Lutheran Church. The past two years | have beerkingrin the

ELCSA Eastern diocese, Igwa circuit, Nhlazatshespakvhich is one
of the rural areas in Mpumalanga. The parish ighi@ border of
Swaziland and South Africa, and is one of the ahegisly hit by the

HIV pandemic.

| arrived at
Kenosis in the
night of the 28
July 2008 and
started work on
the ' of August
2008. Doing the
ground work for
the training has
been going on
e well and  with
. challenges at the
~ same time. In
preparation for
the training, |
have consulted with organizations such as, PACS3#ey trun
workshops such d@€hurches, channels of hope (HIV and AID8)¢
KZNCC (KwaZulu Natal Christian Council), who arellivig to work
with us since they are the higher body for the §tam organizations
in KwaZulu Natal; the CINDI (Children in Distresaetwork, which
also offers workshops, such as community developraed supports
community based organizations. Further consultatias with the LTI
(Lutheran Theological Institute) which is attachiedhe University of
KwaZulu Natal. Since Diakonia is not new in the heran church, |
have also visited old deacons and deaconesseseto®in. They have
shared their stories about how they have workedeasonesses in the
church from 1970-1978 and how they were trainethatiime. | have
also been involved in the outreach project in Mamgmn The
curriculum for the training has also been drafted & still worked on.
On the 2% October we had a training meeting with Bishop Rizas,



discussing the developments of the training. Iveésy exciting that
such developments indicate progress for the trgifdur competence
comes from God!

Pastor Celiwe Dlamini

Our Volunteers introduce themselves

My name isJohanness Macho For 20 years | have lived in the
pictures Muehlacker in Baden-Wuertenberg. | wentsthool in
Muehlacker, where | completed my post-matric in BAsigthis year. |

- have been sent to
Kenosis by the

EMS (Ev
Lutheran Mission
South-West
Germany) and
here 1 will be
doing my civil
service for one
year. For some
years | was

actively involved
in youth work in

: o S SRR 8 my congregation.
ThIS experlence helps me in my work with the cld@tdm Kenosis.
Greetings! My name islonah Raudonat | was born in Basel,
Switzerland, on the 22 December 1987. | have alsenbsent to
Kenosis by the EMS to do my civil service and tbgetwith Johaness
we are making history here as the first male vaerd. | live in the
city of Ravensburg in ‘Oberschwaben’, where | costgd my
apprentice as mechanic in Feburary of this year.
My name isEllen Meyer and | represent the north of Germany in this
years Kenosis volunteer contingent. | have just mleted my post-
matric and was sent to South Africa by the ELM daisown as the
Hermannsburg Mission). | was born in Wieda (Sou#r#jl from
where we moved to Braunschweig and then to Badbdagz where |

am now at home. During this year in Kenosis | witirk in the creche.
What | appreciate about Kenosis is the opennesseatitisiasm for
life of the children as well as the community dpafi the people living
here.

Johanness, Jonah and Ellen

The story of a Child in Magongqo

Dear friends, In the last Newsletter | shared with you about the
psychosocial support we provide to the bereavettrem through
support groups. It has been a year of joy, sadrdssd|enges and
learning that | have shared with many of thesedchil. The children
share their stories and experiences in their résqgesupport groups.
Besides those painful stories, it has been a joge® many of them
becoming themselves after they realized that tlaeeepeople, who
take them serious and who care about their feelinggve heard some
. comments from
some caregivers,
appreciating
what we do with
their  children
and how it
completely
changes  their
attitudes to life.
Here is one
letter | recently
received from
one family:
; “Greetings to
you aII at Kenosis. Thank you very much for youraekelping hand
in our misery we were left with in this world.May the Lord bless
you all. Peace. Yours, the Aunt and Uncle of CKild




There are also challenging and unbelievable ca3es. day | was
called to one of the schools | have contact wittmcerning vulnerable
children. They suspected that the child had beersexb somehow. |
built relationship and trust with this eight-yedd-dittle girl and
through that | discovered that she had been thraliffjlcult times in
her life. This was confirmed by her grandfatherpowlevertheless, did
not see that as a problem at all for a child indgg.

This is her story: The child used to stay with parents and at the age
of four, she lost her father, who died at homerdfeewas sick leaving
behind her and her pregnant mother. After the miajhee birth to her
little brother, she got very sick, but survived falmost two years
however she never had any contact with her fariitys little girl had
to care for her mother when she was sick and k& brother. One
day, her mother ‘did not want to wake up’, as thédcexpresses it.
She was dead. The girl told the neighbor who somesigave them
food for the day. It was only then that this neighiold the family
about the situation in this home. The mother waseduthere and
both, this girl and her one-and-a-half-year-oldtheo were taken in by
the grandfather. She was then sent to school aed sthool she had
to continue being a mother to her baby brotherctvimcluded bathing
him, doing their washing and washing dishes in lloeise. This |
discovered as | followed her case, and at the semeel invited her to
one of the support groups. There, she could bepayhahild, while
home was depressing for her. However this led méagoconclusion
that the counseling and support group were notitnglpnuch because
of the situation at home. It was then that | wrateeferral letter to the
Department of Social Welfare, who decided to remueth children to
a safer place.

It is always good if one child is being helped ur anission; but as
Jesus did, he also cried in times of sharing thespaf people during
his mission.

Have a Wonderful, Blessed Christmas and a Happ9.280alom.

Sr Happiness Khumalo

OUR CONTACT DETAILS ARE:

Kenosis Community
P O Box 46215
Bishopstowe, 3252
Tel / Fax: 033 390 2746
Email: kenosis@telkomsa.net
Website:.www.kenosiscommunity.org

Our Account Numbers:
Kenosis Community — First National Bank — Hayfields
(22-14-25) 5677 111 4919

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SO
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED US DURING 2008!




