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Dear Friends,  
The month of November in South Africa includes 16 days of Activism 
against violence. Violence towards women has contributed to the 
challenges and problems we are facing today, such as rape, HIV and 
AIDS. In the midst of these challenges there are lessons we learn. 
Today we have learnt that our common sin is that of failing to respond 
as Jesus would have responded. When we confess our sins, Jesus is 
just to forgive us our sins. Gerard Hughes in his book God of 
Surprises, a spiritual guidance book that helps those who especially 

find it hard to forgive themselves and those who hardly believe that 
God is within them, speaks of "changing direction"; 

"God is gentle. He gradually reveals our sinfulness to us. He 
does not seem to worry about our past wrongdoing, even 
though its effects may still be causing suffering to ourselves 
and others. What does concern him is the direction in which we 
are moving. If we turn towards him, no matter how far away 
we may be, he reaches out to welcome us. Our real sin is in 
refusing, or fearing to turn back." (Gerard W. Hughes, God of 
Surprises pg73). 

As I was reading this book I was struck by the words "God is gentle". I 
imagined how we often react to some circumstances we face. Many of 
us respond in a very insensitive way, some in a sensitive way, some 
are quick to react, and some are slow to react. God is gentle. The 
words "God is gentle" soothes. Psalm 103 stresses on the fatherly care, 
God's compassion, grace, patience and love. The verse from 8 to 14 
centers around God's loving nature. Psalm 103: 10, says "He does not 
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities." We 
are always given unmerited favors by God. God is gentle. We may try 
to be gentle sometimes in life towards other people, but our gentleness 
can never be measured with that of God. We cannot strive to be as 
gentle as God is, but we can depend/look upon such a gentle Lord. 
When rough times come we can run to Jesus, He will never ask us 
where we come from or what we have done, but will embrace us in his 
loving arms. Our God is gentle. The New Testament portrays Jesus 
Christ in the gospels being gentle to all people, the poor, the outcasts, 
the sick, the demon possessed etc. Today we are reminded to be like 
Jesus and respond in gentleness.  
We need to change directions which are our comfort zones. God will 
not worry about our past wrongdoing of not responding in love to all 
the situations especially HIV, instead God is concerned with what we 
are doing now that is the direction we have decided to take after 
realizing our fault. The promise is that God will never leave nor 
abandon us.  

Pastor Celiwe Dlamini 



Elke Reports: 
Another year is coming to an end and when I look back at the last six 
months I am amazed at all the activities that have taken place over this 
time. It always helps me to share these activities with you, as it gives 
me the opportunity to reflect on our work and not to forget ‘what has 
happened and how God continues to guide and bless us’. 
 
Training Project 
In our last Newsletter I reported on how the ‘foundations had been laid 
for our training project’. A lot has happened since then. On the 1 
August 2008, Pastor Celiwe Dlamini joined the Kenosis Community 
and has actively begun working on the contents, structure and 
advertising of this project. She has been seconded to Kenosis by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa where she had been 
working as a parish pastor in the small kingdom of Swaziland. (You 
can read more about her later in this letter). The plan is that Celiwe 

will be with us till 
the beginning of 
2009. She will 
then spend six 
months visiting 
various projects in 
Africa and see 
what we can take 
over from these 
projects for 

ourselves. 
Following this she 
will spend a year 
in Norway doing 

further studies in Diaconia. She will return to Kenosis in July 2009 to 
do the final preparations for the Training Project in order to welcome 
the first students in 2010. This is our plan and we hope that it will 
materialize and work in this way. 

Pastor Dlamini’s arrival coincided with the arrival of a German Group 
who came to help build the first house where students will be 
accommodated. Under the leadership of Mr. Siggi Hornung, this group 
of 14 men and women gave of their time to help build this house. 
During the three weeks of their stay with us, not only a house, but also 
friendships were built. We are thankful for Siggi and his crew for their 
tremendous input! They did not manage to finish the house – which 
would have been a tall order – but with a ‘provisional gable’ we were 
able to celebrate the ‘first phase of the building’ with some 
champagne, music and a ‘Richtspruch’.  
Since the end of their visit we have been able to continue the building 
with a contractor. The roof is on and we now need to do the finishing 
off which includes fitting doors and windows, painting, electricity etc. 
We are thankful for all contributions towards this building project, 
however we will need approximately another R150 000 to complete 
the house and we would be thankful for all contributions towards this. 
Prof Wittenberg has been actively involved in the preparation of the 
project, writing letters, reflecting on structural questions and 
fundraising for the building. Now that the necessary things are in place 
he has decided to step down from his active involvement in the 
project. We are thankful to him for all his service, determination and 
commitment. In a recent meeting Bishop Phaswana also thanked him 
for his service and said: ‘You can be our well and the source from 
where we can come and drink from your knowledge, experience and 
wisdom’. We wish Prof Wittenberg all the best for his final retirement 
and thank him for his preparedness to be ‘a well’, where we can 
continue to come and ask for his assistance. 
 
Children’s Projects 
Our children’s projects continue with the normal challenges that come 
up when working with orphans and vulnerable children.  
The children who have been with us for many years in our Foster 
Homes are growing older and this poses a new set of questions for 
Kenosis. We have come to realize that we are now not only working 
with ‘little children’ but also with ‘puberty and youth’ and this brings 
it a whole new dynamic in the daily lives of the Foster Families. Often 



we are posed with the question as to: ‘What will happen with the 
children once they turn 18?’ This question is very relevant and 
important and it will need to be answered in future. I do not have a 
clear answer to this as yet, however my hope and my wish is that 
‘whatever happens’ or ‘whatever the children decide on doing when 
they have finished their schooling’, that they will know and experience 
Kenosis to be their home. This wish holds true especially for the 
children who have no connection to their family of origin, that Kenosis 
remains a ‘haven’ for them. 
The Crèche has continued as usual, under the leadership and 
commitment of Rhoda and Sr Lindeni. The highlight in the last months 
was an outing to the Lions Park (a Zoo close to Pietermaritzburg). For 
these children, such an outing is a real adventure. For most of them it 
was the first time 
to see wild 
animals in a Zoo. 
There was great 
respect for the 
lions and lot’s of 
laughter at the 
monkeys that 
seem to know 
how to entertain 
the children that 
come to see them. 
A wonderful day 
was had by all. 
Again our graduation party took place at the end of the term and we 
see 25 children leaving our crèche to go and attend Grade 1 at one of 
the surrounding schools. It is wonderful to see how the children 
develop in the years they spend with us and we wish them well as they 
embark on their journeys through formal education.  
The next Kenosis Kids Week will take place soon. Preparations are rife 
and we hope the weather holds and we can share with the children 
some thoughts on being ‘fishermen’. Our heads are spinning around 
stories, games and creative activities that have as a core the symbol of 

the fish. We look forward to the week with the kids and trust it will be 
a blessed time. 
The Outreach Project also continues. We are glad to say that the 
‘support groups’ for children have taken off well and under the 
leadership of the local volunteers there are some real developments 
happening within the participating children, and the ‘spin-off’s’ can be 
felt within the broader community of Maqongqo. On the 29 November 
2008 we had a Christmas Party for the children and the volunteers who 
have participated in the program so far. A wonderful and fun day was 
had by all. Sr Happiness will share with you later in the letter a little 
more on the developments. 
 
New German Volunteers 
August was the months of new arrivals. Johannes Macho, Jonah 
Raudonat and Ellen Meyer joined us as Volunteers in Kenosis. They 
have all settled into the life of Kenosis and have become actively 
involved in the life of the duties of the crèche, driving around of 
people, running homework groups of the children and renovating of 
new office space in the Main House. Claudia Wiedemann returned 
from her three week visit to Germany and is actively involved in the 
life and has become my ‘Personal Assistant’. It is a huge help to have 
someone assist me with some of the ‘day-to-day’ organizational duties 
in Kenosis. 
 
Sr Happiness is Ordained 
On the 21 September 2008 we celebrated the ordination of Sr 
Happiness Khumalo in Durban. For many years Sr Happiness has been 
thinking about whether she should ‘take this step’ and become an 
ordained pastor of the ELCSA. Finally the decision was made and the 
day arrived. Bishop Sibiya officiated over the service and it was a 
wonderful celebration with friends and family. We wish her well and 
God’s blessing for this new duty. 
 
Trip to Germany 
Some of you may know (and many of you not) that I spent three weeks 
in Germany during the end of September and beginning of October of 



this year. I had a wonderful time visiting friends of Kenosis that 
include Mission Organizations, congregations and individuals. For 
those of you I saw I want to say: Thank you again for the wonderful 
hours we could spend together. Also I thank you for the 
encouragement you passed on to me and the support you show and 
have shown to Kenosis over the years. The time was short and my 
program very full, and for this reason I could not see everyone. For 
those of you I did not see, please accept my apologies. I would have 
loved to see all our German friends, but this is / was simply not 
possible. Maybe next time!?! 
 
In Closing 
The last six months have been full of activities, experiences and 
developments in our Community, our work and our personal lives and 
for these I am thankful. However I realize that in the midst of such a 
busy life it can be difficult to ‘wined down’. I wish for us all that as we 
stand in the time of Advent, that the activities and our hectic lives can 
slow down a little so that we can become ‘quiet’ and experience inside 
ourselves the peace which Christ brought into this world. This peace is 
one I experience every time I have a child fall asleep in my arms.    

 
Pastor Elke Carrihill 

 
 
 
Training Project: Pastor Celiwe Dlamini Introduces Herself 
 
I am Celiwe Dlamini, the new teacher for the training project. I am a 
female in my late twenties. I was born and grew up in the mountainous 
kingdom of Swaziland, in a small village called Nkomazi near Piggs 
Peak. I am a graduate of KwaZulu Natal University with a Master of 
Theology in Ministerial Studies in 2007. I pursued theological studies 
after spending a year at Kenosis Community (primary theology 
certificate) in the year 1998. I did my Diploma at Umphumulo 
Theological Seminary from the year 2000 to 2003 (at the time the 
seminary relocated to the LTI, Pietermaritzburg). It is fascinating now 

to be back and make a contribution to the growth of Kenosis and the 
Lutheran Church. The past two years I have been working in the 
ELCSA Eastern diocese, Igwa circuit, Nhlazatshe parish, which is one 
of the rural areas in Mpumalanga. The parish is in the border of 
Swaziland and South Africa, and is one of the areas highly hit by the 
HIV pandemic.  

I arrived at 
Kenosis in the 
night of the 28th 
July 2008 and 
started work on 
the 1st of August 
2008. Doing the 
ground work for 
the training has 
been going on 
well and with 
challenges at the 
same time. In 
preparation for 
the training, I 

have consulted with organizations such as, PACSA, they run 
workshops such as "Churches, channels of hope (HIV and AIDS)" the 
KZNCC (KwaZulu Natal Christian Council), who are willing to work 
with us since they are the higher body for the Christian organizations 
in KwaZulu Natal; the CINDI (Children in Distress) network, which 
also offers workshops, such as community development and supports 
community based organizations. Further consultation was with the LTI 
(Lutheran Theological Institute) which is attached to the University of 
KwaZulu Natal. Since Diakonia is not new in the Lutheran church, I 
have also visited old deacons and deaconesses in Pinetown. They have 
shared their stories about how they have worked as deaconesses in the 
church from 1970-1978 and how they were trained at the time. I have 
also been involved in the outreach project in Maqongqo. The 
curriculum for the training has also been drafted and is still worked on. 
On the 21st October we had a training meeting with Bishop Phaswana, 



discussing the developments of the training. It is very exciting that 
such developments indicate progress for the training. Our competence 
comes from God! 

Pastor Celiwe Dlamini 
 

Our Volunteers introduce themselves 
 
My name is Johanness Macho. For 20 years I have lived in the 
pictures Muehlacker in Baden-Wuertenberg. I went to school in 
Muehlacker, where I completed my post-matric in August this year. I 

have been sent to 
Kenosis by the 
EMS (Ev 
Lutheran Mission 

South-West 
Germany) and 
here I will be 
doing my civil 
service for one 
year. For some 
years I was 
actively involved 
in youth work in 
my congregation. 

This experience helps me in my work with the children in Kenosis. 
Greetings! My name is Jonah Raudonat. I was born in Basel, 
Switzerland, on the 22 December 1987. I have also been sent to 
Kenosis by the EMS to do my civil service and together with Johaness 
we are making history here as the first male volunteers. I live in the 
city of Ravensburg in ‘Oberschwaben’, where I completed my 
apprentice as mechanic in Feburary of this year. 
My name is Ellen Meyer and I represent the north of Germany in this 
years Kenosis volunteer contingent. I have just completed my post-
matric and was sent to South Africa by the ELM (also known as the 
Hermannsburg Mission). I was born in Wieda (South-Harz) from 
where we moved to Braunschweig and then to Bad Harzburg, where I 

am now at home. During this year in Kenosis I will work in the crèche. 
What I appreciate about Kenosis is the openness and enthusiasm for 
life of the children as well as the community spirit of the people living 
here. 

Johanness, Jonah and Ellen  
 
 
 
The story of a Child in Maqongqo 
 
Dear friends, In the last Newsletter I shared with you about the 
psychosocial support we provide to the bereaved children through 
support groups. It has been a year of joy, sadness, challenges and 
learning that I have shared with many of these children. The children 
share their stories and experiences in their respective support groups. 
Besides those painful stories, it has been a joy to see many of them 
becoming themselves after they realized that there are people, who 
take them serious and who care about their feelings. I have heard some 

comments from 
some caregivers, 

appreciating 
what we do with 
their children 
and how it 

completely 
changes their 
attitudes to life. 
Here is one 
letter I recently 
received from 
one family: 
“Greetings to 

you all at Kenosis. Thank you very much for your extra helping hand 
in our misery we were left with in this world..... May the Lord bless 
you all. Peace.  Yours, the Aunt and Uncle of Child X. 



There are also challenging and unbelievable cases. One day I was 
called to one of the schools I have contact with, concerning vulnerable 
children. They suspected that the child had been abused somehow. I 
built relationship and trust with this eight-year-old little girl and 
through that I discovered that she had been through difficult times in 
her life. This was confirmed by her grandfather, who nevertheless, did 
not see that as a problem at all for a child in her age.  
This is her story: The child used to stay with her parents and at the age 
of four, she lost her father, who died at home after he was sick leaving 
behind her and her pregnant mother. After the mother gave birth to her 
little brother, she got very sick, but survived for almost two years 
however she never had any contact with her family. This little girl had 
to care for her mother when she was sick and her little brother. One 
day, her mother ‘did not want to wake up’, as the child expresses it. 
She was dead. The girl told the neighbor who sometimes gave them 
food for the day. It was only then that this neighbor told the family 
about the situation in this home. The mother was buried there and 
both, this girl and her one-and-a-half-year-old brother were taken in by 
the grandfather. She was then sent to school and after school she had 
to continue being a mother to her baby brother, which included bathing 
him, doing their washing and washing dishes in the house. This I 
discovered as I followed her case, and at the same time I invited her to 
one of the support groups. There, she could be a happy child, while 
home was depressing for her. However this led me to the conclusion 
that the counseling and support group were not helping, much because 
of the situation at home. It was then that I wrote a referral letter to the 
Department of Social Welfare, who decided to remove both children to 
a safer place.  
It is always good if one child is being helped in our mission; but as 
Jesus did, he also cried in times of sharing the pains of people during 
his mission.  
Have a Wonderful, Blessed Christmas and a Happy 2009. Shalom. 

 
Sr Happiness Khumalo 

 
 

OUR CONTACT DETAILS ARE: 
 

Kenosis Community 
P O Box 46215 

Bishopstowe, 3252 
Tel / Fax: 033 390 2746 

Email: kenosis@telkomsa.net 
Website: www.kenosiscommunity.org 

 
Our Account Numbers: 

Kenosis Community – First National Bank – Hayfields 
(22-14-25) 5677 111 4919 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO  HAVE  SO  
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED US DURING 2008! 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  


